
Revision Frames 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

q Check punctuation (end marks and 
quotation marks).  

q Highlight dangling fragments. Rewrite in 
next draft. 

q Highlight direct reference. Remove. 
q Highlight adverb tags. (Show, don’t tell). 
q Circle heavy-handed dialogue. Long 

passages can seem forced. 
q “Most compelling dialogue is that which 

stands alone.” Create white space. 
 

CHARACTER 
 

q List the name of each major character. 
q Write 5 words to describe each character. 
q Map how your protagonist and antagonist 

change. 
q List progressive challenges your protagonist 

faces. 
q Ask another writer to read the first chapter 

and to identify the POV and the POV 
character’s traits. 

q Highlight all sentences that tell. Are you 
telling more than showing? 
 

RAISING THE STAKES 
 

q Summarize your story into 3-5 short 
sentences. Clarify focus and meaning. 

q Place a * next to each primary event. Check 
for tension. Do reader’s know what’s at 
stake? How do you use tension? Do readers 
share the tension? 

q Reread story. Ensure five senses are used 
effectively. 

q Consider what value is at stake in your 
story (Love, happiness, trust, etc). 

 

PLOT AND STRUCTURE 
 

q Record the story’s overarching dramatic 
question. 

q Summarize your clear, focused conflict into 
one sentence. 

q Place a “C” next to your story’s crescendo, 
the ultimate moment, the point of no return. 

q Place a “D” next to the start of your story’s 
denouement, the point where the final 
outcome is full realized. 

q Review the first page and the last page. 
 

PLAY 
 

q Motivation. What does your character 
want? How does s/he get it? Explore desire. 

q Significant details. Choose one detail per 
scene and elaborate. Go deeper. 

q Repetition of detail. Find a detail on page 1. 
Repeat it on page 6 and 11, putting a new 
spin on each appearance. 

q Recounting of story events. Somewhere in 
the middle, have your POV character 
remember the major story events up to that 
point. 
 

STYLE AND POLISH 
 

q Sentence length. Be intentional. Make 
music. 

q Sentence fragments. Know why you have 
them or remove them. 

q Read work aloud. 
q Limit use of “to be.” 
q Use parallel construction. 
q Paragraphs. Consider design. 
q Spelling. Punctuation. Homophones. 
q Watch those adverbs. 
q Activate your verbs. 
q Take it easy on –ings. 
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